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ACTIVITIES REPORT 2016

Monitoring

The monitoring of known sites and exploration of a wider area started in November 2015.
During theseactivities six other occupied territories were discovered, one of which is an
important case of reolonization of a historic site, in the territory of central Sicily, deserted

for 19 years and another one is the first case of a nesting pair of thessipetie Iblei
mountains after over 25 years of absence. The monitoring covered a total of 48 territories of
which 44 are regularly occupied.

The 2016 season was characterized by a low reproductive success to be charged to natural
factors. The fledging 027 young has been verified, with a productivity value slightly lower

than that recorded in the last four seasons but with the same fledging rate average registered in
recent years.

In one of the sites the death of the eaglet very near the fledging moouemted., It was
recovered and handed over to the Instituto Zooprofilattico of Palermo for autopsy and
bacteriological analysis. In another nest the predation of eggs by corvids was verified.

Even because of these reasons, we recorded several obsengtiamdividual floaters
(immature and young or subadult at@mritorial) whose number has significantly increased
over recent years compared to those before
together with the increasing number of pairs, onle dn part to an improvement of the
territory exploration since 2010, shows that the surveillance of the sitesk,aand the
prevention and the contrast of the illegal traffick of birds of prey pursued by GTR has
produced a significant increase in Benelli's eagle population.

Surveillance activities
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Camps

As with the previous season, the surveillance activities of most of the camps started during the
initial broody phase, since confidential information indicated the possible theft of eggs. In
spite of our efforts the diortunate event occurred in one of the sites, which poofs the need to
continue the surveillance activities as illegal traffic is far from coming to an end, in spite our
activities greatly limits it. In onether site there was a natufallure, while in aother eggs

did not hatch. The presence of campers, their visibility in the area and some shifting strategies
have certainly paid off because we also saw the fledging of young Lanner falcons near the
area in which the past years the young had disappeBmnednonitored sites were seven and
seven were the fledglings that finally flew off.

CAMP 1

For Camp 1 the same locality of the past year was confirmed, the area is particularly
important because it represents a crossroads between the western and inp@astgions
occupied by the species. In addition to the target species, two pairs of Lanner falcons and 5 of
Peregrine falcons are also present

The surveystarted in February and after a few days in an area next to the historic site another
pair of eatpes was found in a new settlement. The surveillance continued in the sites where the
eagles were brooding; during the wvolunteer ¢
neighboring nests of eagles and Lanner falcons in order to put it clear that alegheias
regularly surveilled. On the whole 31 volunteers participated at the camp activities and
carried out 356 days of surveillance.

On a site the pair laid the eggs late in the season and, after 60 days of brooding, they did not
hatch. In another thcouple brought two young fledglings to flight while the nearby pair of
Lanner abandoned the site after a short period of brooding. A 3rd pair bred one eaglet which,
a few days before flying off, died inside the nest.

In controlled sites known poacherstpunder investigation before 2010,were repeatedly
contacted.

In yet another site, the pair brought successfully to flight one young while in the new site, the
pair abandoned the nest due to continuous disturbance by hunters and by wild vegetables and
escagot pickers.

The early start of our activities, already during the beginning of the brooding phase, allowed
us to be immediately noticed in all hostile environments, highlighting the fact that the area
was totally under surveillance.

The main difficulties are due to the fact that the vast majority of people you meet on the field
regularly commit unlawful actions. There is abandon and burn of waste, illegal trapping, dog
training in not permitted periods and areas,-rofid vehicles and, last but not least
"naturalistic." photography.

The volunteers involved do not have the means to intervene on such disturbing activities and
local law enforcement does not show the slightest interest in stopping or controlling such
activities. Just like theft of eggs oricks, even these activities put at high risks the species
that we are protecting

The area surveilled is also important for migratory birds flows, hundreds of cranes and raptors
have been observed in this camp.
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Waiting fora tasty dinnefor volunteers

CAMP 2

The organization of the field work drsite monitoring began in early February.

Unfortunately, in one of monitored sites,also controlled in the past years, the pair did not
show up, while in the second site the nest was abandoned soon after the laying of the eggs.
From that moment all the cgrars booked were moved to other camps, while the volunteers

of LIPU Niscemi continued surveillance at site 3 until fledging of two eaglets took place on
May 10.

Surveillance activities (61 days) were attended by 14 volunteers. Overall more than 850 hours
of surveillance were covered, in addition to the hours of volunteer work for the Gruppo Tutela
Rapaci 6s website updates and the environment
workshops at the Educational Museum of Natural History Niscemi. vhhenteerswere

hosted free of <charge at LI PUbs guest hous
hospitality, services and amenities.
CAMP 3

In camp 3 a webcam was foreseen to be installed just in front of the nest that had been
occupied without iterruptions ever since 2012. Unfortunately, however, the nest was not
occupied nor any activity was observed between April and May.

On January 25th, near the historic site, a pair made up byadsittfemale and an adult male

was observed. In subsequémpections in February and March only the male was observed.
However, repeated and painstaking exploration of all the surrounding area did not lead to the
identification of active nests or to further contact with the female observed in January.

It is pairful to point out that in the nearby area, a Peregrine falcon nesting site, in which up to
April 24 there were two chicks, was in all likelihood plundered by poachers linked to the
illegal falconry traffic . In 2014 and in 2015 the same pair of falcon®deged successfully,
bringing the young to fledging: it is believed, therefore, that the presence of the campers
engaged in eagles site surveillance has been
As part of activities related to the camp 3, theo site, in an area where the last confirmed
cases of nesting go back to the early eighties of the twentieth century, was followed. Here the
attempt of reproductive activities did not have success. The female, an individual of the third
or fourth year, s observed brooding for an uncharacteristically long period, starting from
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Although the reproduction was unsuccessful, theotenization of an area where the species
was missing for more than thirty years is of paic historical, ecological and protectionist,
significance also in view of the repeated observations of immature eagles in other areas of the
Iblei mountains in the province of Syracuse.

CAMP 4

Camp 4 took place i n | astPalgrma Thé ssual imspeatibrist vy ,
begun, to verify and monitor the stage of brooding. The first egg hatched on March 29th.
Exactly five days later, the volunteer on duty noted a second chick. The fledging of the two
eaglets occurred few days one from angthee first on May 25th, the second on May 30th.

The persondnvolved were overall 17. Compared to last yére have been no phenomena

that directly or indirectly could constitute a threat to chicks, even though just a week after
fledging the southeast part of the nesting wall undergrew a major fire. Fortunatly in
subsequent days the 2 eaglets were seen ipamyrof the adults.

CAMP 5

The surveillance has involved a total of 7 members of Lipu Caltanissetta.

The activities started in January, with the placement of two of metal brackets in high risk sites
where camera traps were subsequently installed.

On thatoccasion on the first site a Bonelli's eagle pair was already present, along with a pair
of Lanner falcons and a pair of Peregrine falcons, while in the other breeding site the pair was
observed in an uncomplete nest, since that the historic nest sitéhedllapsed last year.

In January even the monitoring of other six nesting sites of Lanner falcons began;
contextually several nesting sites of Peregrine falcons were surveilled and, later, various
Lesser kestrel colonies.

As for the the first site ofaanp 5 we intervened with the Forestry Corps of Caltanissetta, so as
to prevent the grant of two licenses, submitted by private citizens, for the creation of an
"adventure park" in one case and the creation of a " rock climbing gym "in the other.
Activities that would have jeopardized forever any nesting activity.

In another occasion the heads of a group of San Cataldo hikers were contacted because they
had arranged a hike for March 13 in the camp area, with dozens of participants, in a very
delicate momenfor the nesting of the various birds of prey present there.

Unfortunately at the end of March, the eagles abandoned the nesting site while the nesting
activities on the same site of Lanner and Peregrine falcons together with the colony of Lesser
kestrel poceeded regularly.

In the other site monitored, the Bonell i 0s
As for the other 6 Lanner sites monitored, in four sites nesting was regularly completed, while
in the remaining 2 sites nesting failed (osige in particular is known in the falconry
environment).
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During December and January we fixeis
brackets to install later in the season cam
traps. In each site several brackets were fix
up in order to choose later the mo
appropriate for a best view of the of the ne
Early in February we fully installed som
along the routes that lead to the face of
mountain. Other camera traps have b
arranged during the brooding stage with
quick action while adults where away Ifimo
the nest, since brackets had been insta
beforehand the. Eventually 20 camera tr
were used, some in the same site cros
positions.

Remotemonitoring systens

Projects

The the GTROs technical staff has coll aborat
obtaintheaut hori zati on for the transfer to the G
eagle confiscated in Sicily.

This specimen, confiscated in 2014 thanks to the joint work of the State Forestry Department
and the Region of Sicily, was transferred to @RAS in the Lake Vico Natural Reserve,

where a team of experts has been responsible for maintaining it in excellent health condition.

On September 14, the specimen was finally moved to Spain, where already, in previous years,
were sent from Sicily two o#r individuals of the species, the result of many confiscations
operated by the Forestry Service for the captive breeding project called "Red Bonelli ", whose

aim is the liberation of young eagles born, in areas highly suitable for the species.

To follow the event links:
http://www.geapress.org/a
mbiente/rareaquila
sequestratin-sicilia-
trasferitain-spagna/70062

http://www.corpoforestale.
it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBL
OB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/12
575



http://www.geapress.org/ambiente/rara-aquila-sequestrata-in-sicilia-trasferita-in-spagna/70062
http://www.geapress.org/ambiente/rara-aquila-sequestrata-in-sicilia-trasferita-in-spagna/70062
http://www.geapress.org/ambiente/rara-aquila-sequestrata-in-sicilia-trasferita-in-spagna/70062
http://www.geapress.org/ambiente/rara-aquila-sequestrata-in-sicilia-trasferita-in-spagna/70062
http://www.corpoforestale.it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBLOB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/12575
http://www.corpoforestale.it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBLOB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/12575
http://www.corpoforestale.it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBLOB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/12575
http://www.corpoforestale.it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBLOB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/12575
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Information, popularization and media

The GTR has contributed to the eighteenth ITALIAN CONGRESS OF ORNITHOLOGY
held in Caramanico Terme (D September 2015); in particular within the Workshop
"Raptors in soutitentral Italy, wich conservation priorities?"

The GTR has contributed to pakscussions:

Various authorsStatus, conservation and strategies issues of the Egyptian Vulture Neophron
percnopterus in ltaly.

-Carlo Cappuzzello, Andrea Ciaccio, Massimiliano Di Vittoriookdio Di Trapani, Salvo
Grenci, Giovanni La Grua, Giuseppe Rannisi, Angelo Scuderi:

Actions for the protection of Bonelli's Eagle (Aquila fasciata) in Sicily.

The GTR was present at the Altura Congress "Birds of Prey, Amphibians and Reptiles,
ecological mportance and protection” held in Matera on 11.06.2016 , with the contribution:
Strategies for the conservation of Bonelli's Eagle, from oblivion to the rebirth. Project for the
conservation of Bonelli's Eagléth year, presenting the results of its\aties.

Fighting falconry

The GTR, with its members, has supported the investigative activities of the State Forestry
Corps and the Sicilian Region, by providing technical support to various operations in various
parts of Italy, which led to several cstdations and the increase of knowledge on how wide
the traffick of birds of prey is.

In particular, its members have worked on numerous investigations, many of which are still
ongoing and therefore currently undisclosed.

Below are listed some of the opeoas carried out.

- Forestry Corps of Sicily Region, Cites Service, with an operation that led to the seizure of 1
specimen of peregrine falcon and the referral to the judicial authority of its owner.

- State Forestry Corps, Palermo CITES service omardtiat led to the seizure of kestrels
sold online.

http://www.corpoforestale.it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBLOB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/12348

The GTR also provided technical support to:

-State Forestry Corps of the Vicenza Provincial Command.
-Forestry Department @he Province of Trento

Metropolitan City of Venice, local police

In the course of these operations important seizures have been made and referred several
people to judicial authorities and developed further investigation that is still ongoing.

http://www.geapress.org/animdii-cattivita-2/padovasequestraal-commerciantai-falchi-
interventedelcorpoforestaledello-stato/69550

http://www.corpoforestale.it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBLOB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/12470



http://www.corpoforestale.it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBLOB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/12348
http://www.geapress.org/animali-in-cattivita-2/padova-sequestro-al-commerciante-di-falchi-intervento-del-corpo-forestale-dello-stato/69550
http://www.geapress.org/animali-in-cattivita-2/padova-sequestro-al-commerciante-di-falchi-intervento-del-corpo-forestale-dello-stato/69550
http://www.corpoforestale.it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBLOB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/12470
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http://www.ilgazzettino.it/nordest/veaia/protetti_perche_a_rischio_estinzione_sequestrati_q
uattro_falchi_a san_dofi8828623.html

Scientific publications

TheGT RO s t grauphas participated in the drafting of several scientific studies, some
of which have been published,caathers are listed for possible publication.

Pubblicato:

Di Vittorio, M., A. Barbera, E. Di Trapani, F. P. Faraone, A. Ciaccio, N. Sciagura, D.
D6 Ami co, G. Adafarana,|SoGremé A. EBarto, 2016 Wintering of Egyptian
vultures (Neophron percnopterus) icSi:ihgw .Aatxa us de Mi sc,d4:L 1|
114 116.
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